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ever of you, to whom this my letter shall be shown, or a copy of
it signed by a public notary, greeting and thanks. Know that I
have commanded and commanded certain residents of the town
of Palos and of other towns and houses of the seacoast and of
other cities and towns and houses of the said seacoast and of
Andalucid, and of other parts of my kingdoms and lordships,
that they might go with certain of their ships to la Mina del Oro,
and these men have made report to me, saying that they and
their servants and factors purpose to proceed and navigate
through the seas and for the ports and havens of my said king-
doms and lordships, and likewise by land with their goods and
merchandise to contract and sell and exchange and buy cloths
and trinkets and iron and steel and pieces of iron and woollens
and other merchandise, and that they fear lest you, the afore-
said, or one or some of you, or some other persons, should take
them from themselves, or from their said servants and factors,
or should confiscate them, or wish to confiscate or lay an em-
bargo upon their said ships and goods and merchandise, which
they exchange and carry through the seas and for the ports and
havens of my said kingdoms and lordships, or by land, as well
on the journey to the said Mina as during the stay at it, or on
the return, or through any parts of my said kingdoms and lord-
ships by which they happen to go, in discharge of any debts
whatsoever of maravedis and victuals and other things, which
the councils and the natives and residents of the cities and
towns and houses, where they live, or any particular persons
whatsoever of them, or any other councils and persons, may or
shall owe, or may be bound to give and pay in any manner
whatsoever to other councils and persons whatsoever of my said
kingdoms and lordships or otherwise, or to pay for seizures or
reprisals which have been made or are made by any councils
upon others or by any particular persons upon others, such
debts, or any of them not being of such a nature or made in such
form, wherefore by act and by right neither they nor their
factors and overseers and goods and merchandise were or are
held to such debts and reprisals or to part thereof, and where-
fore they have not carried and do not carry to my said kingdoms
and do not remove from them such merchandise or other things